CHAPTER IX
LOVE OF MOUNTAINS AND SOLITUDES
SWAMI   RAMA   loved   mountains.   He scaled the
Gangetic   glaciers,   the great Bander Puchh, and
from Jamnotri he returned to Gangotri by crossing
the tops of the intervening glaciers.   In America, he
scaled   the   Shasta   Mountains.   On his return to
India from there, he again climbed to the Sahstaru
Tal from which flows out the Billing Ganga.   That
Swami Rama who in his young student life, was
physically   so   weak  and  frail, suddenly got the
enthusiasm to play upon the bosom of the glaciers of
the Himalayas and go there to the eternal snows,
ill-clad, almost bare, defying the snow storms, shows,
apart from his self-discipline, the flame of inspiration
in him burning in its imperishable fire.   His passion
for mountaineering is a symbol and a symptom of
his inner life that rose in its superb glow to kiss the
eternal snows of the Himalayas with such an insati-
able pleasure.
On his return to the plains, he was photographed
at Lucknow. Though no photograph can truly
interpret the man,1 yet it gives a general impression,